
 

 

 

 

 

The Evening Star 

Merry Thoughts from Space: 
 

”Probably the reason we all go so haywire at Christmas time with the endless, unrestrained and  

often silly buying of gifts is that we don’t quite know how to put our love into words.” ~Harlan Miller 

Empire College Evening School Student Newsletter - 24th Edition - December 1, 2009 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
         The end of the module is coming fast and the winter break is almost 

             here.  Classes will be out of session from December 21ðJanuary 1 

SEASONôS GREETINGS!       and will resume on January 4, 2010.  Have a great holiday break! 

 

 
 

 

The Empire Legal Student Association (ELSA) is holding meetings every Wednesday and all legal stu-

dents are invited!  If you are in the paralegal, legal office administration, legal secretary, or a modified 

legal program, you are invited to attend the ELSA meetings.  Attending an ELSA meeting is a great way 

to network with current and future professionals in the legal field.  Meetings are held every Wednesday 

at 10:50 a.m. in room 104 and again at 5:30 p.m. in the break room. 
 

The ELSA and the IMA are going head to head for the benefit of the community!  Join the canned food 

competition and help local families and friends enjoy their holidays.  Please bring your non-perishable 

food donations (can be boxed or canned) and drop them in the bin of your choice at the front entrance of 

the school.  Want to make a cash donation?  Got to www.refb.org !  Go ELSA!  Go IMA! 

 

 

 

 
Empire medical students volunteered at the recent Sonoma County Flu Task 

Force H1N1 flu clinics in Windsor and Petaluma.  Dr. Mark Netherda,  

Sonoma Countyôs Deputy Public Health Officer, said, ñThanks to the help 

we receive from dozens of skilled volunteers from the medical assisting  

program at Empire College, we are able to reach out to our community so 

much more effectively.ò 

  

 

 

  

Adds Shannon Tinsley, Department Head of the Medical Program at Empire College,  

"I have received so much positive feedback, not only from the organizations we have  

assisted, but from our medical student volunteers. They understand that it's about  

the lives we have touched and made better. It's about what we have given back 

to our community."  Congratulations on a job well done everyone! 



Come Celebrate the Holiday Season with Your Community   

 
December 3: Holiday Celebration in Old Downtown Windsor 

Holiday Musical Classics; Holly trolley Tours of Old Downtown; Elvesô Craft Workshop for Children; Strolling Carolers; 6:15 p.m. 

Holiday Tree Lighting; Childrenôs Polar Express Train Rides ($1); Jingle Bell Carriage Rides ($1); Photos with Santa ($9); Rain or 

Shine; 9455 Bell Road, Windsor   5:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  For more info, call: (707) 838-1260 

 

December 4: Light up a Life 

Hospice of Petaluma invites the community to join together for an evening of music, inspiration and remembrance.  Thousands of 

clear, bright lights will shine to symbolize the lives, hopes and dreams.  ($10 donation if you would like to have a light dedicated to a 

loved one)     7:00 p.m.   For more info, call: (707) 778-6242 

 

December 4: Lighting of City Hall with Santa on the Plaza 

Every year Santa Claus rides on a vintage fire truck to the Sonoma Plaza, lights up the Christmas tree and City Hall and passes out 

candy canes to tots.    5:00 p.m.   For more info, call: (866) 996-1090 

 

December 5: Holiday Lighted Boat Parade 

See a flotilla of decorated boats on parade and join in holiday caroling.  The parade starts at the Petaluma Marina and arrives in the 

Turning Basin around 6:30 p.m.   5:30 p.m.   For more info, call: (707) 769-0429 

 

December 5: Charlie Brown Christmas Tree Grove 

Charlie Brown comes alive for the holidays.  Join Charlie Brown, families and children for a tree decorating event on the Windsor 

Town Green.  All are welcome. ñA Charlie Brown Christmasò will be playing on the big screen. 

      3:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  For more info, call: (707) 838-7285 

 

December 5 ï 6: Ride Rosie the Trolley for FREE 

Ride Rosie the Trolley between the Dickens Holiday Crafts Fair at Finley Community Center and Holiday Open House at Luther 

Burbank Home & Gardens.  Rosie stops every 30 minutes ï just look for the óRosie Stops Hereô sign.  Join holiday carolers and 

Santa Claus on Rosie.    Sat: 9:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. Sun: 10:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m.  For more info, call: (707) 543-3737 

 

December 5: Holiday Parade of Lights 

In this yearôs theme we celebrate music.  What better way to spend your holiday and finish up the year with a ñRockinò finish in the 

2009 Parade of Lights!  Bring the family out for a good old fashioned parade featuring more than 100 entries of floats, horses, 

marching bands, antique cars, trucks and more all decorated with Christmas lights.  Spectacular and so incredibly beautiful, just 

watching it will put the joy and warmth of the holidays in your heart.  Hot drinks and snacks will be available.  Located in downtown 

Guerneville, CA.     7:00 p.m.   For more info, call: (707) 869-9000 

 

December 5 ï 6: Luther Burbank Home Holiday Open House 

Start off the holiday season with a return in time to the Victorian era.  See the Burbank Home decorated in traditional turn-of-the-

century style.  Shop for unique gift items in the Carriage House Gift Shop.  Enjoy tea and cookies in the historic Burbank Green-

house.  Santa Rosa Avenue at Sonoma Avenue.  ($2 for age 12+) 10:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. For more info, call: (707) 524-5445 

 

December 12: Santa Saturday on the Plaza 

Santa arrives via fire engine at noon and will lead a parade around the Healdsburg Plaza, then visit with children on his throne.  Mu-

sic, arts and crafts for the kids, face painting, hot cocoa, cookie decorating, storytelling, horse carriage rides, and a Santa treasure 

hunt.  Many of the stores will also be serving goodies.  Healdsburg Avenue and Matheson Street, Healdsburg. 

      12:00 pm. ï 3:00 p.m.  For more info, call: (707) 433-6935 

 

December 25: Annual Free Christmas/Hanukkah Dinner 

Join your local Sonoma Valley community for the Annual Free Christmas Dinner at the Sonoma Community Center.  This holiday 

meal features gourmet foods, a hosted bar, live music, and more.  Open to all.  Andrews Hall, 276 East Napa Street, Sonoma, CA.  

Volunteers are needed to help staff this event! 3:00 p.m.                For more info, call: (707) 938-4626 

Happy New Year Everyone! 

R2D2 and OB1 

Holiday Thoughts from Space: 

ñIf we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant: if we did not sometimes taste of adversity, 

prosperity would not be so welcome.ò ~Anne Bradstreet 


