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(One Hour)
Byron operated a small lawn mower repair shop in the shed behind his house.  Albert worked part time for Byron sharpening lawn mower blades.

One morning, Byron went to his shed to work and noticed that his most expensive mower blade sharpening tool was missing.  Angry and thinking that Albert must have stolen it, Byron locked the shed and drove to Albert(s house.  Byron looked through the living room window and could see Albert lying on the couch.  He also saw what he thought to be his  tool sitting on the coffee table as well as other tools that he suspected belong to him.  Angry, Byron broke down the front door, entered and  yelled (Thief, you(re fired.(  Byron became even angrier when Albert did not flinch and just glared at him with a blank stare.   Byron  grabbed the tool and began to beat Albert about the head and body with the tool.  Believing that he killed Albert, Byron fled from the house with the bloody tool and other tools that were lying about the house.  Unbeknownst to Byron, Albert had died hours earlier of a heart attack.

Byron arrived home later that evening to find the door to his shed wide open.  He entered and found Calvin stuffing his pockets with grass from uncleaned mower blades.  Calvin, startled, apologized to Byron and explained that he was there to return the tool that Albert had lent him the day before and to get some grass clippings for his cow. Byron could see his tool sitting on the work bench.  Byron, confused, looked down and realized that the tools that he had taken from Albert(s were not his. He fainted, knocking over a stack of mowers that hit and crushed Calvin to death.

What crime or crimes have been committed by Byron, Albert, and /or Calvin, if any.  Discuss both common and modern law.
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Donald goes to Bill(s car rental in Santa Rosa in order to hire a car for the week.  When he walks in to Bill(s office, he is pleasantly surprised to see his old friend Wanda working the counter.  He was originally going to rent a Toyota Corolla to take to Mexico where he will pick up a load of marijuana to bring back to Sonoma County but, seeing Wanda, he asks for the Cadillac Eldorado in which he can not only carry the pot, but some illegal aliens as well in the large trunk of the vehicle. Smuggling aliens is a federal felony.   He tells Wanda he(ll only be going as far south as Petaluma, and have the car back by the next day.  The drive through to his rendezvous in Mexico will take a minimum of 16 hours.

Wanda rents Donald the car and tells him that since Bill, the owner, is out of town, he can have it for 3 days anyway, so long as he doesn(t go south of Petaluma. Donald takes the Eldorado and heads for the border.  In San Diego he meets Sam in a Denny(s and, over coffee, tells him the details of his plan.  While Donald is in the restroom, Sam goes out to the parking lot determined to take the Eldorado and carry out Donald(s plan, leaving Donald stranded.  Sam duly heads into Mexico and carries out Donald(s plan including picking up the marijuana and two illegal aliens.

As luck would have it, Sam stops for coffee at the same Denny(s and Donald, who has waited there drinking endless cups spots the Eldorado in the parking lot.  Donald takes the car, determined to return it, albeit a couple of days late.  When he gets in, he notices the overpowering scent of marijuana and sees bale-like shapes in the back seat covered with a tarp.  He speeds northward, but the fumes of marijuana combined with the lack of sleep overwhelm him and he begins to drift.  A CHP notices him, puts on the siren and tries to pull Donald over.  Donald becomes enraged at his plight and at Sam(s duplicity.  He slams on the brakes after speeding up causing the CHP to rearend the Eldorado, killing the two illegal aliens and causing the CHP officer to suffer a broken leg.

What crimes, if any, can the parties be charged with.  Use both common law and modern law.  Do not discuss the smuggling of illegal aliens or marijuana except to acknowledge that they are modern felonies.
