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Question One
(One Hour)


Out of work, 27-year old Joe had recently moved back in with Mom.  Joe missed the freedom of his bachelor pad and resented Mom’s suggestion that he pay some rent.  Joe heard that the nationally-televised Antique Show was coming to town.  People could bring old stuff and get free appraisals.  Joe had no old stuff of his own but knew that Mom had some old quilts in her room.  He figured maybe he could sell one or two and use the money to pay some rent to Mom.


Joe stood in line for three hours with his arms full of quilts.  In front of him, Sal carried an old painting.  Behind him, Ray brought two antique chairs.  Ray wouldn’t let anyone sit on the chairs while they waited and Joe told Ray he was a jerk.  Later, Ray pushed one of his chairs too hard as they were moving forward in line and the chair hit the back of Joe’s leg, causing a bruise.


Finally, Sal reached the front of the line. Ace the appraiser immediately recognized that her painting was a rare lost masterpiece worth millions, but told her it was worth $100 and offered to buy it.  Disappointed, she sold Ace the painting for $120.  Joe heard Ace tell the cameraman to lose the videotape of that transaction because he thought he wasn’t photogenic enough.


Appraiser Bob then told Joe that one of Mom’s quilts had an original Betsy Ross flag sewn into it and it belonged in the Smithsonian.  Joe thought maybe he could retire if he sold that quilt.  However, he didn’t want Mom or his older siblings to know how valuable the quilt was, so he asked the cameraman to destroy the tape.  “No way,” the cameraman replied.  “This will be the grand finale of next week’s show.  You signed a release.  That tape is ours now.”


As an appraiser told Ray that his chairs were cheap reproductions, Joe snuck into the back room 
to try to take the tape.  He searched through a box full of videotapes, but didn’t see the one he was looking for.  Joe then “accidentally” scraped Ray’s chairs with his car keys as he walked out.  Then he returned home and told Mom, “Guess what!  We have a Betsy Ross flag in one of our quilts and I’m going to be on TV.”

Discuss all crimes.
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The following are potential issues.  You can reach different conclusions on whether these people are guilty of these crimes.

CRIMES OF JOE
Larceny of quilts

Burglary of back room at Antique Show

Attempted larceny of videotape

Malicious mischief, scraping chairs

CRIMES OF RAY
Battery—hitting Joe with chair

Assault?—not too likely Joe saw the battery coming since back of his leg was hit

CRIMES OF ACE
False pretenses—obtaining title to Sal’s painting at very low price

