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Question 1
One Hour


Wilma Flintstone, the very wealthy elderly widow of Fred, decided to make a will.  She was 83 years old and lived at Stony Briar home for the elderly.  Her daughter Pebbles and son-in-law Bam Bam visited her often.  Pebbles and Bam Bam were very well off financially and had three children: Rock, Jasmine and Stone.  Wilma asked Jasmine, a lawyer, to visit her and be ready to take down notes for a will.  Jasmine lived nearby and visited often.  Rock and Stone were engineers and always traveling the world to the next job.  They seldom visited their grandmother.  


Jasmine visited Wilma and took notes for a will.  Wilma, knowing her daughter was well off wanted to leave everything to her grandchildren equally.  So Jasmine drafted a will that left all of Wilma’s property to her three grandchildren in equal shares. 


For the next two years Wilma’s relationship with Pebbles deteriorated as Pebbles traveled much and did not have time to visit her mother.  During that time Jasmine visited often and took over the decision making responsibilities under a power of attorney she drafted for Wilma.  Jasmine moved Wilma to Quarry Meadows, a skilled nursing facility. 


Wilma, after a mild stroke, decided to change her will.  A nurse, a friend of Jasmine, called Jasmine and told her Wilma wanted to make a codicil.  Jasmine visited Wilma and drafted a codicil for Wilma to sign.  The dispositive provisions in the codicil stated:


“FOUR:    I leave $10,000 each to my grandsons Rock and Stone.


  FIVE:      I leave the rest and residue of my estate to my granddaughter Jasmine who has been so good to me. She visits me often and does so much for me. This disposition is without influence on her part and very much from my own heart.”


The will was signed by Wilma and witnessed by two nurses at the facility.  Wilma’s doctor was on vacation when the will was signed.  


One year after the codicil was signed Pebbles went to Stony Briar to visit Wilma only to find she was not there.  No forwarding information was available.  Wilma died before Pebbles could see her again.  Pebbles, Rock and Stone attended Wilma’s funeral after reading an obituary in the local paper. 

Pebbles, Rock and Stone ask your legal opinion regarding their chances of setting aside the codicil.  What result?  Why?
Question 2

One Hour

Dillon Hunt, a starship captain and military hero turned mercenary, left a will leaving his vast estate to some of those people who served with him during the Great Interplanetary Wars.  


In part, his will stated:


“First:  I leave my military medals, ray-guns, and starship Andromeda to Captain Rory James, my best friend and the one to whom I admire most. 


Second:  I leave my real property located on Planet Zeta to Lieutenant Becca Valentime, the best pilot I have ever served with. 


Third:  I leave all of my technological equipment to Shamus O’ladny Harper, the best engineer in the history of humankind.  


Fourth:  I leave my home located at 107 Post Street, San Francisco, California to Romy, the greatest avatar. 


Fifth:  I leave the rest and residue of my estate, including all lapsed gifts, to the Foundation for the Advancement of the Commonwealth to be used first in caring for my dog Buster, and upon his death to be used for fighting the Evil Empire. 


Sixth:  I appoint Romy as executrix under this will as she is the most intelligent being I know.”


On Dillon’s death Romy filled out papers and filed for probate of Dillon’s will in California.  She notified all beneficiaries and they gathered after the funeral to review the will.  Over some drinks Romy read the will.  Becca spoke up and noted that there is no “Planet Zeta” but she thought that Dillon had property on Planet Beta.  Romy said she checked and Dillon did not have a home on Post Street in San Francisco, but did have a house on the corner of Sutter Street next to 107 Post Street.  It seems Dillon used to own 107 Post Street but sold it and bought the Sutter Street house.  

During the gathering Romy read a letter to everyone from a person named Weather.  The letter stated in part:  “Dillon and I were married several years ago after most of his military escapades and never divorced.  He purchased 107 Post Street during the marriage and we vacationed on Planet Beta after we bought a summer home there.  I don’t really care about his separate property, but please send me a copy of the inventory and appraisal of his estate when it is finished.”  

Everyone is now worried about their inheritance.
Romy and the gang (without Weather) ask you to give them an opinion as to whether Weather can get any part of the estate.  They also want to know who will get what.  What do you tell them?  Be sure to support your response with quality factual and legal analysis.

