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Question One

(One Hour)


Peachy, who was obsessed with Christmas, carefully placed an intricate nativity scene on her front lawn on December 1st, as was her annual custom. Each day during the yule tide season she gazed lovingly at the nativity scene, admiring the barn yard animals, the three wise men, the silver Christmas star and the manger with the life-like baby Jesus doll in swaddling clothes tucked within it.


Duke, Peachy’s neighbor across the street, had watched Peachy for years during the holidays and found her devotion to the nativity scene rather silly. Duke hatched a plan he thought would be hilarious. On Christmas Eve, just before midnight, Duke snuck onto Peachy’s lawn and took the baby Jesus from the manger, replacing it with a Barry Bonds Bobblehead doll with red devil’s horns painted on and the words “if you touch this you’ll be satan’s mistress for eternity” written on the back. On Christmas morning Peachy tiptoed outside to pray at the nativity scene, found the baby Jesus missing, picked up the bobblehead doll, read the words on the back and crying, dropped the bobblehead to the grass. Peachy then looked up and saw Duke standing in his open front doorway across the street, laughing. Enraged, Peachy grabbed the silver Christmas Star and threw it at Duke like a Frisbee. Duke ducked and the star flew over him into the house and struck the porcelain Virgin Mary statue Duke used as a hat rack, completely shattering it. When she realized that she had shattered a porcelain likeness of the Virgin Mary, Peachy was suddenly overcome with intense guilt and suffered a nervous breakdown which required extensive psychiatric treatment.
         What are Peachy’s causes of action and what are Duke’s defenses, if any? Analyze

         What are Duke’s causes of action and what are Peachy’s defenses, if any? Analyze
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Slum owned a small house with an unfenced koi pond surrounded by shrubs in the backyard. There was a town ordinance that required all backyard ponds to be enclosed within a fence. Slump leased the house to Lance for a one year term. At the time Slump and Lance entered into the written lease agreement, Lance, who was in a hurry, hadn’t explored in the back yard and didn’t notice that there was a koi pond hidden by shrubs. After taking possession of the house Lance invited his friend Lucy and her six year old daughter Linda to the house. As Lance and Lucy talked in the kitchen, Linda was playing in the backyard when she discovered the koi pond which Lance still didn’t know about. Linda slipped in, and Lucy heard a splash and her daughter’s scream through the kitchen window. Lucy rushed out to the back yard and searched frantically for Linda for 30 seconds until she found her floating unconscious in the hidden pond. Lucy was devastated. Although Linda lived, she suffered brain damage as a result of loss of oxygen to her brain.

What causes of action does Linda have against Slump and what are his defenses, if any? Analyze.

What causes of action does Linda have against Lance and what are his defenses, if any? Analyze.

What causes of action does Lucy have against Slump and what are his defenses, if any?

Analyze.

What causes of action does Lucy have against Lance and what are his defenses, if any?

Analyze

What causes of action may Slump and Lance have against one another? Analyze.

