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The town of Swell had a special election scheduled for May 1st.  There was one ballot initiative that many in the town were interested in because it would determine whether the town would be split down the middle by a train track that would run to the city.  Sue, being an environmentalist, supported the initiative because it would take cars off the busy roads.  Brian, a developer, was working against the initiative because the tracks would run right through land he was trying to build a business park on.  The two spent much time with their supporters trying to convince the voters which way to vote.


The weekend before the election Sue and Fred were handing out leaflets at the local market.  Out walked Brian; when Sue offered a leaflet he pulled his hand away, hitting Sue on the arm, which caused her to lose balance and fall to the ground.  Fred stepped forward with his fist raised toward Brian, who pulled a gun and fired once.  The bullet missed Fred but hit Sue as she got to her feet, killing her.  As a group gathered and surveyed the lifeless body of Sue, Pete quickly reached into various pockets, including that of Andy.  Andy became aware of someone reaching in his pocket too late.  When he looked behind him he saw Pete walking away.  Reaching for his wallet, Andy realized it had been in a different pocket and was still there.  Such was not the case for his pal George standing next to him.  When Andy told him what he had seen George checked his pocket to find his wallet missing.


When Sue lost her balance and fell her diamond stud  flew off her nose and onto the ground.  Betsy saw the stone fall and went to pick it up.  She slipped it into her pocket and headed into the store.  Betsy also picked up a key that fell from Sue’s pocket.  Betsy had been to Sue’s house before when there were meetings about the initiative.  She went to the residence on her way home from the market, just after the sun set, and used the key to go inside the quiet house.  She intended to leave the stud on the table, but when she entered she found quite a sight.  Sue’s husband Ben was slumped over in his chair, obviously dead, with a glass of some unknown liquid on the table next to him.  On the floor was a flyer opposing the initiative with a handwritten note by George that anyone who thought the initiative was a good idea should drink hemlock and die a quick death.  Forensic testing later determined that the liquid in the glass was a hemlock concoction.  An autopsy determined that Ben died from a single bullet wound.  Spying Ben’s wallet on the floor, Betsy grabbed it and fled out of the residence.


Sue’s autopsy revealed she died from blunt force trauma to her head.  In her pocket was found a note that said she was sorry she’d shot her husband but they’d had a terrible fight over the initiative and when he admitted his affair with Brian she lost her head and grabbed a gun she carried for self‑defense after receiving death threats from George.

What crime or crimes were committed by the parties, if any.
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Rachel owned a large ranch in the northern part of the county.  She raised pigs and grew olives with her husband Rich.  They had a lot of workers on the spread, including Victor and Steve.  


One night Steve went to a poker game with Henry and Joe.  The three kept raising the stakes until Henry folded.   Steve promised Henry that he owned a prized pig and it was worth $500.00.  Henry gave him the cash with the understanding he could pick up the pig the next day.  The hand continued until Joe’s full house beat Steve’s three jacks.  


Henry went to the ranch to collect the pig.  Steve wasn’t there, he was still nursing a hangover in town.  Henry spied the porker and went to take it.  He loaded it into his truck and was going to drive away when he noticed the garden.  The tomatoes were a rich red and Henry was a sucker for good marinara sauce so he quickly picked a bushel and tossed the red fruit in the back of his truck as well then drove off.  


While Henry was at the ranch Rachel was in town depositing funds in the bank from the sale of her prized pig that was to be picked up by Gerald later that day.  She handed the cash to Samantha who put the money in the drawer.  Samantha was having a rough morning, having failed to keep a drunken Steve from making his way into her apartment and then forcing her to have sex the night prior.  Samantha decided to take the cash Rachel deposited and set it aside in her own account in case she needed a ticket out of town and away from Steve.


Gerald arrived later to pick up the pig.  It was then that they realized it was missing.  Rachel went searching for her husband to discuss the loss while Gerald spied the remaining swine.  Nearby were five bushels of freshly picked olives.  Gerald loaded two other pigs and the olives into his truck and drove away.


When Steve got back to the ranch Rich confronted him about the missing pig.  Steve got mad and denied knowing what had occurred.  As he walked away he tossed what was left of his cigarette toward the barn.  A bale of hay was nearby and caught fire, spreading to the structure.  By the time the fire department arrived, the barn was ash and the farm house was filled with smoke.


What crime or crimes were committed by the parties.  Discuss common and modern law.
