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Jill is a prominent doctor specializing in artificial insemination.   She was consulted by  John 

and Liz, the Duke and Duchess of Beauville, who were desirous of parenthood and had been unsuccessful.   Jill performed numerous tests which indicated John(s contribution to the union was non‑viable.   The royal couple agreed to use a donation from another royal bloodline of eminent pedigree with similar physical features to those of Liz and John: dark hair, brown eyes, small stature, and olive skin.   

During preparation for the implantation procedure, Jill directed Nick, her new assistant, to fetch specimen "T‑1."   Mishearing her, Nick selected specimen "P‑1" from the jumble of jars in the freezer.   The label bearing the name of  the specimen was affixed only to the lid of the container, which the surgical nurse removed before she offered the contents to Jill for implanting during the surgery.  The implantation accomplished, John and Liz left the clinic soon after.  Later  that day, Jill was reviewing the surgical notes and saw to her horror that specimen "P‑1" had been used.  Rather than the intended genetic material, from a dark‑haired, brown‑eyed, small‑bodied, olive‑skinned male member of a noble royal family, specimen "P‑1" was a sample Jill had undertaken to analyze as part of a genetic study of blond, blue‑eyed, Scandinavian football players who had been convicted of murder.

Jill resolved to rectify the error without the embarrassment and danger to her professional reputation she risked by telling the couple of the mistake.   She informed the couple she needed to see Liz the very next day.   They declined; the Duchess hereafter was to be seen only by the family(s resident physician.   Desperate, Jill sent Liz a box of chocolate she knew Liz loved.  Into the chocolates Jill injected a powerful drug to induce early labor.   John opened the present and, desiring his wife retain her lithe figure, ate the entire contents himself.   Within an hour John was unconscious.   The ambulance crew rushing him to the hospital attempted to start an IV.  John, like many royals, was a hemophiliac; his blood won (t clot.   The IV puncture bled profusely; by the time the ambulance arrived John was in a critical state.   Liz, rushing to his side, slipped on a freshly mopped section of the hospital(s floor, breaking her hip and severing major blood vessels in her leg .   Properly treating Liz(s hemophilia to avoid John(s fate, the resident doctor didn(t learn from the frantic Liz that she was pregnant before giving her a coagulant drug that sometimes causes birth defects.    Also uninformed of Liz(s pregnancy, the radiologist ordered extensive pelvic x‑rays, which can also cause birth defects.

Liz and John survived and became the parents of a very large, blond, blue‑eyed baby girl with multiple physical disabilities. 



In the jurisdiction where the events described above occurred and at the time,  the following statute was in effect:

Civil Code section 102:   (It is unlawful for any physician licensed in this state to  knowingly administer any drug or medication to any pregnant patient which may harm the developing infant, unless the health of the mother may not otherwise be preserved.(
Discuss the rights and liabilities of the parties in light of the principles of tort law you were given this first semester.
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One Friday evening, taxi driver Sue picked up Bob and Ann, bound for the train station.  Drained 

and frustrated after 10 hours of fighting traffic, Sue reacted angrily when one of her passengers suggested she take an alternate route.   The verbal exchange escalated until the irate passengers demanded to be let out immediately.  Sue swerved to the curb and stomped on the brakes, causing Bob to strike his head against the clear plastic partition separating him from Ann; his forehead began to bleed.   Sue laughed at Bob(s curses and said, "That(s  $5.50 for the ride; since it didn(t fix that ugly nose of yours, the plastic surgery was free."  Passenger Ann climbed out of the cab and slammed the door.  Bob told Sue he would pay nothing because she hadn(t taken them to their destination.  He was reaching for the door latch when Sue abruptly accelerated from the curb, grimly promising the bleeding Bob she would  "finish the nose job."   Seeing the cab rocket away, Ann believed her partner Bob was absconding with the $300,000 in counterfeit bills they had just produced; she pulled a handgun from her purse and sprinted in pursuit of the cab.   

Seeing a red light ahead, Sue continued to accelerate.  Ignoring Bob(s screams that he would pay whatever Sue wanted, she gunned the cab between the line of stopped cars and the curb and through the intersection, directly in front of a large truck approaching from the right.   Iris, the truck (s driver, slammed on the brakes and swerved to avoid Sue(s cab, causing her truck to slide across the intersection and hit the pedestrian waiting at the opposite curb.   Leaping from the truck, Iris saw the injured pedestrian lying mangled on the sidewalk.  Terrified that she would be held responsible for the accident and arrested for driving without a license, Iris ran from the scene.   

Seeing the accident in her rear‑view mirror,  Sue(a dedicated viewer of televison dramas set in hospitals‑‑slammed on the brakes to turn around and render medical aid.  Bob again hit his head, this time hard enough to leave him unconscious.  Sue saw Bob(s second injury occur, but preferred to help the injured pedestrian.  Sue had just begun cardio‑pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) on the non‑breathing pedestrian when Ann came panting up.    Panicked at the sound of approaching sirens and thinking Sue was part of the plan to steal the counterfeit money, Ann shot at Sue.   The bullet struck the hapless pedestrian to whom Sue had been giving CPR; Sue fled.   The pedestrian died within moments.     


The dazed and semi‑consciousness Bob emerged from the cab to find an enraged Ann holding a gun. Confused, Bob pulled his own pistol from his coat pocket just as the police arrived.   The uncomprehending Bob failed to drop his gun when ordered by the police and was seriously wounded when the officers opened fire.        

Discuss the rights and liabilities of the parties in light of the principles of tort law you have learned in our first semester.
