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Sam was skateboarding in Sebastopol when he spotted something shiny on the ground.  He paused and saw a diamond that appeared to have come off a necklace.  He quickly picked it up, looked around, and pocketed it, and walked into House of Java for his morning cup.  Sam glanced at a sign posted about a lost diamond necklace, then walked over to the table his friends usually met at.  Betty was telling the group about the noise she’d heard the night before and how the next day she’d found her back door ajar and muddy footprints on the landing.  Fred told Betty she should have expected as much since she had that fine collection of art in her house and never bothered to put up window coverings.


That night Betty heard the noise again.  When she went to investigate she found that the field behind the house was on fire and the flames were quickly spreading toward the house.  She tried to run up to her mother’s room to warn her, but the smoke pushed her back.  Her mother died from smoke inhalation.  The back wall of the house was charred.


Marvin showed up at a gallery in Petaluma with a painting he told Doug the dealer had come from a private collection.  Recognizing the piece from Betty’s collection, and knowing she would never part with it, but having wanted it for some time, Doug paid Marvin $5,000.00 for it; he quickly resold the piece to a dealer in another state under an assumed name.


Marvin took the proceeds from the sale back to Graton, where he lived with Barry.  The two laughed about how they had set the field on fire to distract Betty.  They discussed where they would sell the other works they’d taken that were stashed in Fred’s garage.  When they went to Fred’s house later that day Fred began yelling at the two, reminding them that the initial agreement was only to steal a painting and no more, and that when he’d told them about Betty’s remarks at House of Java he also told them he was out of the plan.  Fred said he was going to self-surrender and reveal what had occurred.  As he walked out to his car, Barry and Marvin spoke briefly.  Barry then took out his pistol and fired at Fred, narrowly missing.  Marvin grabbed the gun and fired; there were no more rounds in the weapon.  Fred sped away.


A week later Sam went back to the house of Java to look for the name on the flyer to return the diamond.  The flyer was gone.  Sam asked around to see if anyone knew who it was, but couldn’t find the owner.  He got scared and left the diamond on the table.  Bill found it, asked around and posted a flyer but no one claimed it.  After a month he decided to have a ring made.  He took it to Gene the jeweler who told him it was a fake and offered a better stone for a reduced rate.  Bill agreed.


What crime or crimes have been committed?

Answer at common and modern law.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Question 2
One Hour

Lance was riding his bike down College Avenue when he spotted George, who he knew was interested in a bicycle like his.   He asked if he could trade use of his bike for a week for a loan of $100.  George quickly agreed.   As George pedaled away he saw Susan driving a Porsche with a for sale sign.  George asked Susan if she’d take the bike as down payment on the Porsche. She handed him the pink slip and keys and pedaled off.


George headed for the coast in the Porsche.  As he stood at Bodega Head, watching the sun set, he felt a sharp object in his back and heard the words “give me your wallet.”  He did so without hesitation.  Arthur jumped in the car driven by Brad and the two sped off.  When they arrived back at Arthur’s apartment they went through the wallet, but found no cash or credit cards.  Brad got mad and told Arthur he’d warned him when they’d discussed the plan that Porsche owners aren’t always rich.  Arthur got mad at Brad and jabbed him in the eye with a knife; his eye was later removed.


Lance went looking for George after breakfast to reclaim his bike but George was not home.  Lance went inside anyway and looked for his bike.  He saw a different bike and decided to take that to add to his collection.  If George found out he would tell him that he’d bought it off ebay.  Lance rode home.


George left the coast upset and drove to his girlfriend’s house.  He let himself in and went to her bedroom where she lay sleeping.  He climbed into the bed and began to engage her sexually.  Melissa shrugged him off and told him to go home.  He continued and after a bit of a struggle completed the act. He then went home.


The next morning George picked some of his neighbor’s prized roses and drove back to Melissa’s with a bottle of champagne.  The two decided to drive up the coast to wed in Mendocino that afternoon.    While singing show tunes George exceeded the speed limit. He veered into the path of an oncoming motorcycle killing the driver. 

What crime or crimes were committed by the parties?

Answer at common and modern law.


