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Question One

One Hour


Paul owned a company which leased Acme, Inc., coin-operated pool tables. For a percentage of the profits, owners of bars and bowling alleys would enter into agreements with Paul allowing him to install the Acme, Inc. pool tables on their premises.


Paul entered into a one year pool table lease agreement with Tim, who owned Tim’s Bowling Alley. Paul and Tim made good money off the pool table Paul had installed at the bowling alley. One day, six months into their contract, a boy named Peter inserted two quarters into the slots of the coin lever in the table. When he tried to push the lever in to trigger the release of the pool balls the device jammed, then slammed forward quickly, cutting off a quarter inch of Peter’s pinky finger. Tim rushed over when he heard the boy scream. “This is the third time this damn coin thing has jammed and hurt someone’s hand,” Tim said as he went to Peter’s aid. Don heard the remark. “Hey,” Don said, “I own coin-operated pool tables manufactured by Shot, Inc. and they never jam. You and I should do business.” Tim agreed. The next day Tim forced Paul to remove his Acme, Inc. pool table from Tim’s Bowling Alley. Tim instead entered into a one year contract with Don and installed Don’s Shot, Inc. pool table instead.


What are Peter’s causes of action against Paul, Tim and Acme, Inc. and what are their defenses, if any? Discuss.


What are Paul’s causes of action against Don, and what are his defenses, if any? Discuss.

Question Two

One Hour


Devlin owned a painting created by El Frausto, a well known artist. Devlin decided to sell it. Devlin knew Pat was a fan of the painting, which had an appraised value of $8,000.00. One day Devlin told Pat he might be willing to sell his El Frausto for $10,000.00. Pat said that seemed high. Devlin told him, “You know, El Frausto is going to stop painting soon because of macular degeneration which is destroying his vision.” This was not true, but Devlin knew it would make the painting seem more desirable to Pat. Pat was suspicious of Devlin, so, although he “agreed” to buy the painting for $10,000.00, he purposely wrote Devlin a worthless check on a closed bank account so he could take the painting and find out for himself if El Frausto was done painting. Pat planned to give the painting back if the macular degeneration story was not true.


On his way home with the painting Pat encountered his wealthy and famous actor-friend Virgil idling at a stoplight and they both pulled over so Pat could show Virgil the painting. Virgil immediately fell in love with it. He bought it from Pat for $12,000.00 cash, right on the spot.


When Devlin found out the check Pat wrote him was no good, he called Pat on the phone. Pat said, “You lied about the macular degeneration. Any way Virgil owns the painting now.”


Devlin, enraged, told a reporter for the L.A. Times that Virgil was an “art thief” who should be prosecuted. The Times ran the story.


In response, Virgil contacted the Times reporter and told him that Virgil had discovered that Devlin suffered from a sexually transmitted disease. This was in fact true. The Times ran this story as well.

What are Devlin’s causes of action against Pat, and what are the defenses, if any? Discuss.


What are Pat’s causes of action against Devlin, and what are the defenses, if any? Discuss.

What are Devlin’s causes of action against Virgil, and what are the defenses, if any? Discuss.


What are Virgil’s causes of action against Devlin, and what are the defenses, if any? Discuss.

