Empire College School of Law

Criminal Law- Section C

Professor Ravitch

Final- Summer 2006

August 10, 2006

Final Examination

Question 1

One Hour

Andy and Ben had been friends for years.  They  trained together for a major bicycling competition and each discussed what to do with the prize money if they won.  Carl had been bicycling for a few years, but quickly learned that good cycling can lead to considerable prize money.   Carl approached Andy and Ben shortly before the big race and discussed an idea he had to make sure one of them won the purse.  They agreed that it would be necessary to steal one of the new carbon bikes in order for one of them to win the race.

On the morning of the race, Andy started a warmup ride on his bike.  Ben and Carl surveyed the bikes at the starting area.  They spotted a carbon bicycle belonging to Virgil and Ben began to ride it away.  Virgil came over and confronted Ben and Carl, struggling with them for the bike.  Ben pulled a knife and pushed Virgil to the ground when Ignacio, another cyclist,  stepped in and shot him, killing him.   Carl grabbed the bike and pedaled off.


Andy went to the starting line and began the race, looking back often for his teammates, who he never spotted.  He nonetheless finished the race in the number 2 slot, earning a sizable purse.  When Andy went to collect he was told that without a complete team of three he would be  disqualified.  Andy pointed to two other cyclists with similar jerseys and said they were his teammates.  He received the check and rode off.

Andy headed home to celebrate his victory.  He stopped off at his favorite burger joint where he ran into his 16 year old daughter(s acquaintance, Calla.   Andy offered Calla a drink, knowing she was under age, then, after four or five more, offered her a ride home.  Calla said she would prefer to go to his house and leaned over to whisper what she wanted to do there.  Andy agreed and the two started out of the burger joint.  When they reached the street, Calla pulled out her badge and explained that he was under arrest just as other police agents converged from the street.

Discuss what crimes, if any, occurred.
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Sally and Tom went to the movies at the Windsor Town Green one warm evening.  They returned home to find the door ajar.  Tom entered first, with his revolver drawn.  Darrell came out of the kitchen, a chicken wing in his raised hand and bar-b-que sauce on his mouth.  Mistaking the wing for a weapon in the dark Tom fired, felling Darrell, who died. Tom immediately put his revolver away and went to the phone to call the police.  In the meantime, Sally saw Theresa creeping out the back door with her pockets full.  Sally called to her promising no problems if she came back.  Theresa threw the loot down and kept running, yelling that she was entitled to something after all that Tom had done to her.

After the police came and took Darrell(s body away, Sally confronted Tom.   She asked him about Theresa(s statements and Tom admitted that she bore his child.  Tom said he(d had too much to drink one night and had his way with Theresa when she was only seventeen.  When Tom apologized,  Theresa didn(t understand that Tom couldn(t leave his wife for her, and went off to have the child on her own.  She(d ended up with Darrell, a drifter.

The police later located Theresa in an apartment with a lot of jewelry.  When they questioned her, Theresa explained that before her pregnancy began to show she would go home with men and sleep with them then steal jewelry from them before they awakened. She said that Darrell would help, but his appetite usually sent him into the kitchen while she did her work.  Theresa estimated that this had occurred with approximately five other men before she had to retire.  The police later tracked down the owners of the property found in Theresa(s apartment; they all said they(d given her the jewelry in exchange for work done and didn(t want to press charges.

Tom and Sally(s son, Jason came home from college shortly after the death of Darrell.  Tom had always wondered why Jason didn(t have much to say about what he was studying.  On this occasion Jason showed his parents a diamond ring.  He said the queen had presented it to him because he was a frog turned into a prince.  Tom made a few calls and found out the assistant dean had been attacked with her wedding ring stolen.  When the police took Jason into custody Tom decided to hire a psychiatrist as well as a lawyer.  The psychiatrist explained that Jason was suffering from paranoia and schizophrenia, commonly recognized mental illnesses.

What crime or crimes were committed by the parties.  Discuss common and modern law.

