



Final Exam
Introduction to Law

Professor John Jordan


All questions are short answer.  Please answer each question in less than one paragraph.

1.) Describe Judicial Activism and how it relates to the role of the legislative branch of government.

A.) Deviation from precedent

B.) The role of the legislative branch

C.) The role of the judiciary with reference to the legislative branch

2.) What mode(s) of Statutory Construction might a judicial activist judge use to construe a statute and why.

A.) Purposive Approach

B.) A Judicial Activist might effectively modify a statute to further his own public policy goals.

3.) Describe a Judge’s role in a trial where there is no jury.

A.) Arbiter of legal issues

B.) Trier of Fact

4.) Describe the type(s)  questions an appellate court might consider?

A.) Questions of Law NOT Questions of Fact

5.) Describe a device useful in the resolution of maritime disputes.  Hint: It is ‘inherently dangerous.’

A.) Torpedo

6.) How does a civil law jurisdiction differ from a common law jurisdiction?

A.) Case Law/System of Precedent/Stare Decisis

B.) Statutorily Driven/No deference given to the decisions of higher courts in similar/identical factual situations.

