SYLLABUS
Course:  Advanced Legal Writing, Fall 2008

Time:  Mondays 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Units: 2

Professor:  Cathren Koehlert 415-596-1834; ckoehlert@yahoo.com
Description

Welcome.  This course is designed to improve and enhance students legal writing and research skills.  You will work on more detailed aspects of legal writing style, organization and legal research. We will use write and edit legal memos, letters, and trial briefs with an emphases on legal precedent and style.

Materials
Shapo, Helen S., et al, Writing and Analysis in the Law.  ISBN # 1599414249

Garner, Bryan A. Legal Writing in Plain English. ISBN# 0226284182

Jessen, Edward W., California Style Manual., ISBN# 0314233709

Harvard Law Review Association, The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation 18th Edition ISBN# 600014329X.

Assignments

Our writing assignments (memo, letters, and trial brief) will all be based on the same mock case.  We have a closed case library.  That means that you will receive the cites for the authorities and will do no outside research.    

Class Policies

Class participation and attendance are mandatory.  Cell phones and electronic communications are prohibited during class.  If you miss or are unprepared for three (3) classes or fail to turn in any one assignment, you will receive a no pass grade.  Every two times that you are late for class count as one absence.  

To pass:  All assignments must be typed, spell checked, proof read, stapled, labeled with your name, have page numbers, and are due by 3:15 p.m.  An electronic copy is due the same day.  
Drafts must be substantially complete.  

You must incorporate the suggestions for revision into your final draft to pass.  
Prescribed formats for assignments are required.  

All citations to authority in final drafts must comport with the California Style Manual  and the Blue Book or you will fail the assignment.  

	Week
	Assignment

(All assignments must be completed BEFORE class.)
	Class Outline

	May 4

	Read: 

Plain English 17-51
Writing and Analysis in the Law 229-248

	Introductions and overview of the class; 

In class exercise- translation out of legalese-handout

Writing process;

Free-writing exercise

	May 11

	Read:

Writing and Analysis in the Law 62-87; 143-201; 559-572

Plain English  3-16; 53-77; 83-88; 165-172


	Case synthesis exercises



	May 18
	Read: 

Plain English 135-146


	Small and large scale organization; 

Writing an advanced legal research memo

	May 25
	Memorial Day No Class
Finish Reading from last week.
	

	June 1
	Write:  Rough Draft of Memo Due in class on June 1
	Revision;

Revision exercise Review critical issues and revision

	June 8
	Read:

Writing and Analysis in the Law 249-276


	Types of arguments;



	June 15
	Read:

Writing and Analysis in the Law 319-361

Write: Final draft of memo due in class on June 8
	Client letters (adjusting to audience); Adversary letters (balancing strength with resolution);




	June 22
	Read:

Writing and Analysis in the Law 363-394

Plain English  173-181

Write:  Letter to opposing counsel due in class on June 22

	Organization of trial briefs 

Trial briefs- purpose, tone, credibility, persuasion

	July 6
	Read: Review my comments on letter


	In class debate over issues in trial brief

	July 13
	Writing and Analysis in the Law 413-419
	Advanced Techniques for persuasion;

Persuasion exercises  

	July 20
	Write:  Rough Draft of Trial Brief is Due in class on July 20
Read:

Writing and Analysis in the Law 533-535

Plain English 77-83

	Parentheticals and citation signals

Grammar and punctuation review

	July 27
	Read:  

Writing and Analysis in the Law 495-514

Plain English  147-163
	In class revisions exercises



	Aug. 3
	Final Exam:  Turn in your final draft of your trial brief on the 24th
	No class session.  Enjoy your break.  Good luck next semester.  




